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Abstract: NNSA, an agency within DOE, proposes to replace the Chemistry and Metallurgy
Research (CMR) Building at Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL). The CMRR EISwill
examine the potential environmental impacts associated with the proposed action of
consolidating and rel ocating the mission-critical CMR capabilities from a degraded building to a
new modern building(s).

The existing CMR Building, constructed in the early 1950s, houses most of LANL’ s analytical
chemistry and materials characterization capabilities (AC and MC). Other capabilities at the
CMR Building include actinide processing, waste characterization, and nondestructive analysis
that support avariety of NNSA and DOE nuclear materials management programs. In 1992,
DOE initiated planning and implementation of CMR Building upgrades to address specific
safety, reliability, consolidation, and security and safeguards issues. Later, in 1997 and 1998, a
series of operational, safety, and seismic issues surfaced regarding the long-term viability of the
CMR Building. Because of these issues, DOE determined that the extensive upgrades originally
planned would be much more expensive and time consuming and of only marginal effectiveness.
Asaresult, DOE decided to perform only the upgrades necessary to ensure the safe and reliable
operation of the CMR Building through 2010 and to seek an alternative path for long-term
reliability.

The CMRR EIS evaluates the potentia direct, indirect, and cumulative environmental impacts
associated with the proposed action. The Proposed Action isto replace the CMR Building. The
Preferred Alternative is to construct anew CMRR Facility at Technical Area (TA) 55, consisting
of two or three buildings. One of the new buildings would provide space for administrative
offices and support functions. The other building(s) would provide secure laboratory spaces for
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research and analytical support activities. The buildings would be expected to operate for a
minimum of 50 years. Tunnels may be constructed to connect the buildings. Alternative 2
would be to construct the new CMRR Facility within an undeveloped “greenfield” area near
TA-55 at TA-6. Alternatives 3 and 4 would be to continue using the existing CMR Building for
administrative offices and support functions with the implementation of minimal necessary
structural and system upgrades and repairs, together with the construction of new nuclear
laboratory building(s) at either TA-55 or TA-6. The EIS also presents an analysis of impacts
associated with the dispositioning of all or portions of the existing CMR Building.

Public Comments: In preparing this draft EIS, NNSA considered comments received from the
public during the scoping period (July 23, 2002 to August 31, 2002). Locations and times of
public hearings on this document will be announced in the Federal Register in May 2003.
Comments on this draft EIS will be accepted at the address listed above for a period of 45 days
following its issuance and will be considered for the preparation of thefinal EIS. Any comments
received after the 45-day period will be considered to the extent practicable for the preparation of
thefina EIS.





